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Before You Begin 
 
This book was published in 1917. It was written by Henrietta Elizabeth Marshall 
(H.E. Marshall), who was born in Scotland and lived much of her life in London and 
at Oxford. During the time Miss Marshall was living and writing, the British Empire 
covered vast areas of the globe. 
 
This book tells the story of the United States, beginning not with the Native 
Americans who had lived for centuries on the continent we now call North America, 
but with the explorers from the Old World, from Europe. The book tells of the 
accomplishments of courageous, clever, and strong men (and a few women) who 
formed the colonies that became the states that became the nation we have today.  
 
It generally describes the Native Americans as uncivilized, savage, and cruel. As you 
are reading, ask yourself why it might be important to a white European woman 
writing for children of European descent in England or the United States to think of 
Native Americans in this way. What does it tell them about the land and the people 
and the nation they were then? What do we think about the land and the people and 
the nation we are today?  
 
This study guide provides maps to help frame the stories you will read in This 
Country of Ours. It will also prompt you to return to these kinds of questions as you 
are reading. 
 
/Î ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÁÇÅÓȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ Á ÍÁÐ ÏÆ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 
States as they are today. You may find it helpful to compare these maps to the ones 
ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÇÕÉÄÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÒÅ Á ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ 
battle was in all of North America or in the United States. 



©Jill Papsdorf and Mater AmabilisÊ 

  

 
4 

Map of North America 1 
 

 
 

 
1 https://d-maps.com/m/america/amnord/amnord39.gif 

https://d-maps.com/m/america/amnord/amnord39.gif
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Map of the Continental United States2 

 

 

 
2 https://d-maps.com/m/america/usa/usa/usa/usa25.gif 

https://d-maps.com/m/america/usa/usa/usa/usa25.gif
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Chapter I  (1) : How the Vikings of Old Sought and Found New Lands 
 
Find Greenland and Iceland on the globe. 
 

 
 
We ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ 6ÉËÉÎÇÓ ÌÁÎÄÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÐ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÓÏÍÅ 
possibilities for the voyages.3 
 
At the time This Country of Ours was written, the people who lived in North America 
before Europeans arriÖÅÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÓÁÖÁÇÅÓȢȱ .Ï× we know that their culture 
was different but not always uncivilized or more brutal than that of the Europeans. 
We call them Native Americans (or First Nations in Canada). 
 
Find Labrador, Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia on the globe. 

 
3 By en:User:Bogdangiusca - Earth map by NASA; Data based on w:File:Viking Age.png 

(now: File:Vikingen tijd.png), which is in turn based on 

http://home.online.no/~anlun/tipi/vrout.jpg and other maps., CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=81232 
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Chapter II  (2) : The Sea of Darkness and the Great Faith of Columbus  
 
4ÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÖÅÓÓÅÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÂÙ Ȱ4ÕÒËÓ ÁÎÄ 
)ÎÆÉÄÅÌÓȢȱ 4ÈÅÓÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Islamic faith , and we no longer refer to them as 
ȰÉÎÆÉÄÅÌÓȱ ÏÒ Ȱ-ÏÈÁÍÍÅÄÁÎÓȢȱ They are called Muslims. During the time of these 
attacks, Christian ships were also attacking Turkish vessels. 
 
This map shows Europe and the trade routes to the East before Columbus decided 
to travel across the Atlantic Ocean.4 
 
 

 
 
 
Turn the page for a list of the people in this chapter. 
  

 
4 By Whole_world_-_land_and_oceans_12000.jpg: NASA/Goddard Space Flight 

Centerderivative work: Splette (talk) - Whole_world_-_land_and_oceans_12000.jpg, 

Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=10449197 
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People in this Chapter  
 
Christopher Columbus ɀ an Italian sailor who wanted to sail west across the Atlantic 
Ocean to reach Asia 
 
Prince Henry of Portugal ɀ Henry the Navigator; inspired his people to explore the 
oceans; died in 1460 
 
King John of Portugal ɀ King John II of Portugal from 1481-1495 
 
King Henry VII ɀ king of England from 1485-1509 
 
King Ferdinand ɀ King Ferdinand II of Aragon beginning in 1479; married Queen 
Isabella I of Castile in 1469 and ruled jointly with her beginning in 1474; under 
them, a united Spain defeated the Muslims (called Moors in the text) who had 
controlled much of the area from the 700s until 1492 
 
Queen Isabella ɀ Queen Isabella I of Castile beginning in 1474; with her husband 
King Ferdinand II, a united Spain defeated the Muslims (called Moors in the text) 
who had controlled much of the area from the 700s until 1492 
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Chapter III  (3) : How Columbus Fared Forth Upon the Sea of Darkness and 
Came to Pleasant Lands Beyond 
 
(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÍÁÐ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ #ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÖÏÙÁÇÅ5. Find Portugal and Cuba on the 
globe.  
 

 
 
 
People in this Chapter  
 
Christopher Columbus ɀ an Italian sailor who wanted to sail west across the Atlantic 
Ocean to reach Asia 
 
 

 
5 By http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User%3APortolanero / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 

3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=24313000 
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Chapter IV (4) : How Columbus Returned in Triumph  
 
This map shows how the Pope divided the Earth between Spain and Portugal before 
anyone knew what lands or trade routes might be discovered.6 (The discoveries on 
the map came later.) 
 

 
 
Dividing the Earth this way may seem strange to us now. Europeans did not respect 
the rights of native inhabitants to the land. 
 
  

 
6 By Lencer - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3194339 
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This map shows all four voyages of Columbus.7 
 

 
 
People in this Chapter  
 
Christopher Columbus ɀ Italian adventurer and explorer who sailed across the 
Atlantic under the flag of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Aragon and Castile 
(Spain) 
 
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella ɀ king and queen of Aragon and Castile (Spain) 
 
John of Spain ɀ son of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
 
King John of Portugal - King John II of Portugal from 1481-1495 
 
Pope Alexander VI ɀ Pope who drew an imaginary line through the Atlantic Ocean 

 
7 By Viajes_de_colon.svg: Phirosiberiaderivative work: Phirosiberia (talk) - 

Viajes_de_colon.svg, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8849049 
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Chapter V (5) : How America Was Named 
 
(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÁÐ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ Ȱ!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȟȱ ÍÁÄÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
German cartographer, Martin Waldseemuller, and published in 1507.8 
 

 
 
People in this Chapter  
 
Amerigo Vespucci ɀ Italian sailor under the flag of Spain and later Portugal 
 
 
 

 
8 By Martin Waldseemüller - https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3200.ct000725, Public 

Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5079907 


